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admiration., The overthrow of the great Persian empire, and
the downfall of its monarchy, which had come to be regarded
as an embodiment of earthly grandeur, startled mankind from
en'd to end of the then known world. Within the short period of
twelve years an area of country as large as Europe had been sub-
jugated, and its regulation, at least in embryo, provided for. Nor
were the political results of these campaigns of less Hla Political
importance than their success from a military point and Social
of view. Though the early death of the great con-
queror prevents us from speaking with the confidence which we
could wish of the scheme that was in his mind for reorganising
the world, yet the system which he had already introduced had so
far" taken root that, notwithstanding the dismemberment of his
empire after his death, it was generally carried out by his suc-
cessors. This consisted in the establishment of Greek colonies
with political rights throughout the countries which he subdued,
and the introduction through them of Greek ideas and Greek
civilization among the native populations. Unlike the majority of
conquerors, whose object has been to maintain their power by
placing one race in subjection to another, Alexander evinced
the greatest consideration for the customs, whether political or
religious, of those who passed under his sway, while at the same
time he endeavoured to develop a new form of unity by fusing
them with the Greeks. Owing to the extent to which this scheme
was prosecuted by the monarchs who succeeded him, these
influences became the leading factor in determining the condition
of Western Asia, and subsequently, by the power which they
exercised over society, modified the harshness of the Roman
dominion; indeed, their effect continued to be felt until a new-
order of things was inaugurated by the rise of Mahomet and the
conquests of the Arabs.
In the field of geography a similar extraordinary expansion
was produced by Alexander's expedition.   It is not     Develop-
too much to say, that by means of it the knowledge   mcntof GCO-
of that subject on the part of the Greeks was   srap y"
doubled.    The country that lay between the Tigris and the
Hyphasis (Bias), and between the Jaxartes (Sir Dana) and the
Indian Ocean, was traversed in several directions by a Greek army,